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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. 
THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the 
initiative of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 



1 . K This communication is responsive to 4/18/01 . 

2. K The allowed claim(s) is/are 42-78 renumbered as 1-37 respectively . 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 1 7 July 2000 are acceptable as formal drawings. 

4. CH Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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5. O Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 
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(c) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of Paper No. . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings. The drawings 
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EXAMINER' S AMENDMENT 

1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. 
Should the changes and/or additions be unacceptable to 
applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a 
telephone interview with Deepak Malhotra on 5/8/01. 

The application has been amended as follows: 



IN THE CLAIMS: ^ 

Claim 42, line 10, after ^having multiple", — selectable- 
has been inserted; 



claim 42, line 11 (second line from bottom), after 



" devices," --\ the level at which a tree search starts being 



variable]j — has been inserted; 



claim 42, last line, after "search at", w a" has been 
changed to — any--; 



claim 65, line 5, after "'tree search", -J , in a search tree 

having multiple selectable levels\--, has been inserted; 
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claim 65, line 9, after w search at", *a" has been replaced 
with w any" . 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1. The following is an Examiner's statement of reasons for 
allowance: Claims 42-78 are considered allowable since when 
reading the claims in light of the specification, none of the 
references of record alone or in combination disclose or suggest 
the combination of limitations specified in the independent 
claims . 

The Examiner was persuaded by the arguments filed 4/18/01. 

Any comments considered necessary by Applicant must be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee and, to 
avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to David R. 
Vincent whose telephone number is 703-305-4957. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

The fax phone numbers for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned are 703-308-9051 for 
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regular communications and 703-308-9051 for After Final 
communications . 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
of this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 



David R. Vincent 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2661 



May 8, 2001 




